
Unit: 3 

Grade Level: 6th 
Unit Name: Theme and Main Idea 
Pacing: 4 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
RL-1-D Using appropriate text, 
determine the theme(s) of a text and 
cite evidence of its development; 
summarize the text. DOK 3 
RI-1-D Explain the central/main 
idea(s) of a text and cite evidence of 
its development; summarize the text. 
DOK 3 
W-2-Ab Follow a writing process to 
produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, 
organization, style, and voice are 
appropriate to the task, purpose, and 
audience; develop writing with 
narrative, expository, and 
argumentative techniques. 
b. Expository: Develop 
informative/explanatory writing to 
examine a topic with relevant facts, 
examples, and details. 
DOK 3 

Learning Targets: 
 

➢ I can determine the theme of a 

fictional text.  

➢ I can cite textual evidence to 

support the development of the 
theme in a fictional text.  

➢ I can summarize a fictional text. 

➢ I can determine the main idea 

of a nonfictional text.  

➢ I can cite textual evidence to 

support the development of the 
idea in a nonfictional text.  

➢ I can summarize a nonfictional 

text. 

➢ I can examine a topic with 

facts, examples, and details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
 

RL-3-B Compare and contrast texts 
in different genres that address 
similar themes or topics. 
RI-3-B Compare and contrast one 
author’s presentation of events with 
that of another. 
W-1-A Conduct research to answer a 
question, drawing on several 
sources; integrate information using 
a standard citation system. Gather 
relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility of each source, and quote 
or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for 
sources.  
W-3-A Review, revise, and edit 
writing with consideration for the 
task, purpose, and audience. 
 a. Organization and content: 
Introduce the topic, maintain a clear 
focus throughout the text,and 
provide a conclusion that follows 
from the text.  



 b. Word choice, syntax, and style: 
Choose precise language and 
establish and maintain an 
appropriate and consistent style; 
sentences are complete. 
c. Conventions of standard English 
and usage: Demonstrate a command 
of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage, 
including spelling and punctuation.  
d. Use transitions to clarify 
relationships, connect ideas and 
claims, and signal time shifts.  
e. Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
 

Big Ideas: 
 
The main idea and theme are the 
bumper stickers of the text. 
 
 

Essential Unit Question: 
 
 

What does the author expect you 
to take away from the text? 

Vocabulary: 
 
Theme  
Main idea 
Summarize 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


